
1. Introduction 

• Identification of technologies and intellectual 
properties (IPs) is a critical challenge to CTSA 

• The CTSA IP Directory is a consortium-wide 
collaborative initiative to share data of IPs 
– Led by University of Rochester (UR) Clinical & 

Translational Science Institute (CTSI) 

– Joint effort  
• UR CTSI Informatics Key Function 

• UR CTSI Committee for Industry & Foundation Relations 

• CTSA Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Key Function 
Committee 



2. System Function 

• Web-based system aggregating IP data from 
– Participating CTSA institutions 

– NIH Technology Transfer Office 

• Front-end search tool based on terms 

• Search results displayed as a simple list 
– Links to detailed descriptions of each technology 

– Title, institution, inventor, short summary, 
application area, development status, institution 
contact information  



3. Search Results 

• Search results can be filtered by owner 
institution 

– Link to institution’s tech transfer office website 

• Technologies of interests can be added to a 
“shopping cart” 

– Save and printed later 

• Common search terms and most viewed 
technologies updated in real-time 

• XML-based feeds available 



4. Screenshot of CTSA IP Directory 

 



5. Search Results – List of IPs 

 



6. Search Results - Details 

 



7. Development Process 

• Started with an assessment of IP databases 
maintained by select CTSA institutions in 2008 

• Identification of common data fields 
– Title, summary, contact information, etc. 

– Bridging components across institutions 

• Federated data architecture 
– Each participating institution maintain the data in 

its original structure and format (XML or Excel) 

• iBridge integration added in Spring 2010 



8. Development Lessons Learned 

• The “proper” way isn’t always the best way 

• Talk with users (both external and internal) 

• Employ an iterative, agile process 

• Everyone needs a carrot 

 

 



9. Next Steps 

• Engage more CTSA institutions to participate 

• Improve data collection process and search 
function 

• Fully implement IP data standards 

• Explore potential opportunities to collaborate 
with other CTSA consortium initiatives 

• Explore additional opportunities with industry 
and other organizations 



10. Summary 

• The CTSA IP Directory is a working system in 
actual use and with buy-in from the NIH and 
many CTSA institutions 

• This project is a unique example to 
demonstrate a fruitful collaboration between 
CTSA informatics and PPP key functions 

• We are looking for new CTSA institutions to 
join us 
To join contact Mike Hazard (michael_hazard@urmc.rochester.edu) 

 


